
ance with the regulations, I 
would ask you to lend us 
an hour of your time to 
maintain our church open-
ing into the weeks ahead.  

Thank you to everyone 
who helped with risk as-
sessments, church cleaning 
and marking out, and stew-
arding so far.  

I know a number of you 
have been tuning in each 
day to listen to my reflec-
tions and homilies that I 
have posted online on the 
YouTube platform. From 
this Sunday, I will only be 
posting the Sunday homily 
and a talk each week. If 
you have any ideas how we 
can use our YouTube chan-
nel in the future, please let 
me know. 

I wish every blessing to 
you all, and pray that you 
continue to keep well as 
the lockdown eases.  

I think back today to when 
our churches were last 
open for Holy Mass, cele-
brated publically, in 
March, and all the beautiful 
feasts we have missed cele-
brating together: not only 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week, 
Easter, but also Ascension, 
Pentecost, Corpus Christi, 
and the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. These feast days are 
at the heart of the Church’s 
year, but this year we have 
had to celebrate them pri-
vately, in our own homes, 
in our own prayers. 

Today we return to the 
Sundays of Ordinary Time 
and, while we cannot cele-
brate Mass together yet, 
we have been able to open 
two of our churches this 
week for private prayer. It 
has been particularly beau-
tiful to see St Joseph’s and 
English Martyrs’ churches 
open for people to pop in 

for a time of prayer. And 
quite a few have managed 
to do so. Please let others 
know that our churches are 
now open for prayer at the 
times advertised on page 2.  

Unfortunately, so far, it is 
only two churches that we 
have been able to open, for 
it is only in these two that 
it is practical to establish 
social distancing. Little by 
little the regulations will 
be relaxed. Already, from 
this Monday, we can have 
funeral services again, and 
in the next few weeks we 
can anticipate Mass being 
open to us again, and per-
haps a relaxation on the 
two metre rule. We will 
keep pace with all the 
changes, so as to allow you 
to have as much access to 
your churches, as soon as it 
is allowed. 

If you are able to volun-
teer, and qualify in accord-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St John Rigby 

c1570-1600 
One of the Forty Martyrs 
of England & Wales, John 
was born in Wrightington, 
near Chorley, Lancs. John 
entered the service of a 
local Catholic landowner, 
who asked him to go to 
London to plead on behalf 
of a lady who was charged 
with recusancy (being a 
Catholic). He went and 

was himself questioned 
about his religion, and was 
sent to Newgate prison. 
He confessed to being a 
Catholic, and refused on 
two occasions to recant. 
He was sentenced to death, 
and was hanged, drawn 
and quartered on the Old 
Kent Road. St John re-
minds us that lay people 
are called to heroic witness 
to the faith even to death. 
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Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Monday Ellen Coyne Friday 

Wednesday Jack Higgins Sunday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Blood family 

Bailey & Plant families 

People of the Parishes 

Tuesday John Martin Saturday Len & Kate Johnson 

Mass is celebrated privately each day, by the priest alone. Please unite your intentions to the offering to the Mass, and 
make a Spiritual Communion. 

No other Sacraments may be celebrated at the moment other than in exceptional circumstances, such as the last Sacra-
ments, in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian by email at fr.julian@rcaob.org.uk to ensure that he receives requests 

quickly. Do not leave messages for urgent matters on the parish voicemail. 
Mass can still be offered for any intentions and sanctuary lamps dedicated. Please email Fr Julian or hand in when church is 

open. Clearly mark envelopes with the intention. 
There will be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 

Church opening for private prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for private prayer at the following times: 

St Joseph’s: Church is open on Sunday 10.30am to 12.30pm, and on Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 
5.30pm to 7.30pm.  

English Martyrs’: Church is open on Sunday 8.30am to 10.30am, and on Tuesday 8.30am to 10.30am and 
Thursday 5.30pm to 7.30pm. 

Please note the following: 

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will be greeted by a volunteer at the door who will ask you to put alcohol gel on your hands. This is obliga-
tory.  

You will also be asked to sit only in designated pews. At all times keep two metres (six feet) from other people 
who are not from your household.  

The wearing of face coverings is encouraged.  

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available. 

In each church there will be a one-way system. At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by 
the main doors. At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration when the church is open, so please remain silent in church. 

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave. 

Funeral services in church 
From this Monday, funeral services are allowed in churches which are open for private prayer. In our case, St Joseph’s and 
English Martyrs’ churches. A service of Liturgy of the Word is allowed, but not a Requiem Mass, as the funeral. The Req-
uiem Mass is still to be celebrated by the priest alone. The number of mourners will be restricted to comply with the risk 
assessment for each church. Social distancing and other restrictions will be in place. Arrangements will be made with fu-
neral directors as the need arises. 
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Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he 
put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I 
am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ 
he said ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it 
was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but 
my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Pe-
ter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the 
gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: what-
ever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in 
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be consid-
ered loosed in heaven.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see page 2 on how to request 
sanctuary lamp dedications while churches are 
closed. 

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. This is the best way 
of ensuring a chaplain visits your loved one. 

LIve streamed mass & Resources 
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams   

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

It has been great to have a following for daily reflections 
on YouTube. From this week these will not be daily. 
There will still be the Sunday homily and a few other 
contributions. Keep checking back or, better still, sub-
scribe to the channel. To access the Partnership of Par-
ishes YouTube channel, please search YouTube for ‘Our 
Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this link https://
tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

supporting your  parish           
financially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

Thanks to those parishioners who have responded and 
filled in a standing order form. 

Good News! Over the last couple of years, while we 
have set up a new SVP in Biddulph, the SVP groups in 
Goldenhill and Kidsgrove both went into abeyance. The 
good news is that the volunteers who have taken part in 
‘St Joseph’s Volunteers’ during the lockdown are now 
looking at setting up a joint SVP for Goldenhill and 
Kidsgrove to keep up the good work. If you are interest-
ed in being part of the group, then please let Fr Julian 
know, and he’ll put you in touch with the group. 

Our Lady of Grace Men’s Group We have started 
another series of studies, this time on the Holy Spirit. 
While we can’t meet in real life, we are going to have a 
go at doing these sessions online. If you want to take 
part, please email Fr Julian. The next session is on Friday 
26th June at 7.30pm on Microsoft Teams. 

Gubay Foundation We have received a donation for 
Biddulph Foodbank and for our new Goldenhill and 
Kidsgrove SVP from the Gubay Foundation. The amount 
to be received is £420, and will help to continue the 
good work for the Foodbank, and to help the SVP start 
up at St Joseph’s/St John’s. 

Volunteers needed! 
We are grateful that enough parishioners have vol-
unteered to begin opening up our churches. Howev-
er, it is unfair to expect those who have volunteered 
so far to have to take responsibility for all the times 
of opening. If you want to volunteer to help other 
parishioners access the church for private prayer, 
and eventually for Mass when public celebration is 
restored, then please email Fr Julian or phone the 
parish office this week. 

We still would like to have more volunteers to re-
duce the burden on those who are already helping. 
We also need people who will be available in the 
case of a funeral service, to act as steward/cleaners.  

All volunteers have to be under the age of 70 to comply 
with the health and safety requirements of the Diocese. 
Those who have underlying health problems should also 
not volunteer 






